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“Cultural Heritage” is a broad and far reaching term that covers a wide range of human 

history.  Other terminology also includes “Cultural Property”, “Common Heritage of mankind”, 

and so on.  The reasons for the diversity of terminology and the loose definition is because these 

terms are meant to cover a large swath of human history ranging from temples, pyramids, grave 

sites, aqueducts, walls, statues, sculptures, and even fragments of pots. The underlying theme is 

these objects of artistic, archaeological, ethnological, religious, anthropological all create a story 

of human history that when we lose, is lost forever. The truth is cultural heritage is an important 

and relevant as both moveable things and immovable places that hold special meaning to 

humanity.  This special meaning also influences culture and identity and their destruction could 

be more than just the destruction of stones.   

Only in the last 100 years has there been any idea to actually try and protect these sites.  

And even early protection resembled looting by imperial powers to fill their collections. It took 

something as catastrophic as WWII on European soil to instigate policy. The Convention for the 

Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict also referred to as The Hague 

Convention in 1954 was the first international treaty focused on cultural heritage and its 

protection. Then in 1970 the Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit 

Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property also referred to as the UNESCO 

Convention of 1970 which came about in response to The Hague Convention only focusing on 

times of conflict.  UNESCO has continued to expand their protection of cultural heritage to 

which they define on their website as “the legacy of physical artefacts and intangible attributes 

of a group or society that are inherited from past generations, maintained in the present and 

bestowed for the benefit of future generations.” 

The research so far conducted is focused mainly on the Northern African and Middle 

Eastern areas. With all the sources in this bibliography it is difficult to decide whether to focus 

on looting and selling of cultural heritage or to focus on the destruction of cultural heritage.  

Within the looting arena there is possible trends and correlations that could connect the Arab 

Spring, economic issues, religious factors, and social factors that may lead to a population to 

allow or participate in the looting of their own cultural heritage.  And within the destruction 

arena there is a wealth of information about iconoclasm and destruction of heritage being both 

expression, instrumental, and a form of communication as well as ideological and a physical 

attack to dehumanize a population.  

For the research done I have tried to examine all facets of the topics surrounding cultural 

heritage.  For helping with the theories of International Relations I am using both Burchill and 

Viotti.  To understand the legal dilemmas, I have found four legal reference books, Hladik, 

Tijhuis, Vrdoljak, and Wantuch-Thole.  For the exploration of the actual looting and destruction 

I’ve gathered sources such as Casana, Danti, Ginty, Merryman, Meskell, Parcak, and Rothfield.  

To understand the importance of cultural heritage and the image they represent I have support 
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from Bahrani, Flood, Gamboni, Noyes and Reed.  And lastly I gathered sources to support how 

cultural heritage should be protected, Al Quntar, Cunliffe, Kila, King, Lawler, and O’Keefe.  

My hope for my Capstone paper is to create a comprehensive view on the issue of at risk 

cultural heritage both by destruction and by looting.  I believe raising relevance and importance 

of Cultural Heritage in the International Relations scene can only help the international bodies, 

the individuals on the ground, and the locals who are attempting to save what they can.  

 

 

Bibliography 

 

Al Quntar, Salam.  “Syrian Cultural Property in the Crossfire: Reality and Effectiveness of 

Protection Efforts.” Journal of Eastern Mediterranean Archaeology & Heritage 

Studies 1, no. 4 (2013): 348-351. Accessed on September 12, 2016. http://www.jstor. 

org/stable/10.5325/jeasmedarcherstud.1.4.0348. 

 Another critique of Joris Kila’s article, is that Al Quntar believes Kila missed the 

problem of the concept of Cultural Property protection. The problem isn’t in the legal 

instruments of 1954 Hague Convention or 1970 UNESCO Convention, but in the 

loopholes that exist. Loopholes such as a favoring of military strategy over the actually 

protection of sites.  Then of course there is the lack of ratification where countries can be 

held accountable for the byproduct of their wars. Al Quntar also addresses cultural 

identity and how ancient sites are shared by a multitude of different people which can 

also be a unifier. But Al Quntar is in the school that neutrality in these situations will 

solve nothing and he lays out 5 suggestions to help in the Syrian case of CPP efforts.  

Bahrani, Zainab. Rituals of War: The Body and Violence in Mesopotamia. New York: Zone 

Books, 2008. 

A comprehensive book explaining the history of war in ancient Mesopotamia and the 

foundations of Iconoclasm and image breaking with the region. During these times the 

roles of images were just as strong if not stronger than today.  Through rituals and 

spectacles, the roles of images and their meanings were a foundation for a rich culture 

which would continue to change via war, conquering, changes of religions, all the way to 

the tumultuous current era.  Mutilations, beheadings, violence all acted upon images and 

stones are performed both in the actual action of war as well as to send a message to the 

other side of said war.  

“That is representation does not represent ideology, since ideology can exist only in and 

through representation.” (Bahrani, 68).  

“the connection between monument and memory and between commemoration and 

concepts of time that were clearly articulated when the historical monument was 

invented.” (Bahrani, 130).  



Girton, 3 
 

Burchill, Scott et al., Theories of International Relations. 5th Ed. New York, NY: 

Palgrave/MacMillan, 2013. 

 A book focused on teaching International Relations Theory which covers all facets of 

possible actions and actors upon the international stage.  Focusing on Constructivism and 

Normative theories and the possible hurdles that may be encountered when dealing with 

the destruction or looting of cultural heritage.  Can there be a determination of ethical 

action among actors (being either states or non-state actors), because idealist and realist 

versions of International Relations may not be able to cross the ideological divide to 

discover the root of the issue when it comes to protection of cultural heritage. 

Casana, Jesse. “Satellite Imagery-Based Analysis of Archaeological Looting in Syria.” Near 

Eastern Archaeology 78, no. 3 (2015): 142-152. Accessed on August 4, 2016. 

http://www.jstor. org/stable/10.55615/neareastarch.78.3.0142. 

 Mainly focused on the Looting occurring in Syria, Casana builds off of Parcak’s work in 

the use of satellite imagery usage.  Casana also follows ASOR’s Syrian Heritage 

Initiative, a U.S. funded project purposely using satellites to follow the looting mainly 

perpetrated by ISIS/ISIL. And though looting as always occurred in Syria in high 

frequency, there is a new trend in Syria where there is a paid “army” of looters who 

systematically loot and destroy sites in a very short period of time.  These groups are 

most likely funded by ISIS with the goal of profits. But it’s not just ISIS doing the 

looting, Casana has found sites occupied by Syrian forces having a similar fate.  

Cunliffe, Emma. “No Longer Lost in the Wilderness.” Journal of Eastern Mediterranean 

Archaeology & Heritage Studies 1 no.4 (2013): 343-347. Accessed on March 5, 2016. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5325/jearsmedarcherstu.1.4.0343.  

 A review and analysis of Kila’s main arguments and remarks, Cunliffe both notes 

exceptional parts but also dismantles parts of Kila’s argument that are flawed.  Cunliffe 

notes that Kila is entrenched in western centric approaches that may not work in the near 

future because the West was also the imperialistic powers that as colonial rulers took 

cultural heritage for themselves (some of which still have yet to be returned). Cunliffe 

also continues to question classic archaeological approaches because even though there is 

an attempt at impartiality, neutrality is a political stance and archaeology is about context 

and politics.  

Danti, Micheal D. “Ground Observations of Cultural Heritage Incidents in Syria and 

Iraq.” Near Eastern Archeology 78, no 3. (September, 2015). Accessed on August 20, 

2016. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5615. 

 A study and ground based operation empowering locals to preserve their own cultural 
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UNESCO but it is a very thorough discussion of the pros and cons of each convention.  

Kila, Joris D. “Inactive, Reactive, or Pro-Active?” Journal of Eastern Mediterranean 

Archaeology & Heritage Studies 1, no.1 (2013): 319-342. Accessed on March 5, 2016. 

http://www.jstor. org/stable/125086. 

 A very different perspective and view on how to combat destruction of cultural heritage.  

Kila addresses many issues and setbacks that archaeologists face when confronted with 
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 Meskell analyzes the potential of applying universal human rights in such a way to claim 

heritage rights.  She asks the question, can the mantle of human rights and human rights 

violations create an urgency for cultural heritage protection.  Unfortunately the case study 
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their continuing reconciliation of post-apartheid.  
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French Revolution, Venice and the Bourgeois, World War II, the Balkans wars, then 
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peaceful time (even if our perception is that it isn’t).  Secondly, that international law 
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being used as a form of protection has no real power – but in reality though hard to 
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of the roots which have grown differently in Syria.   
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Chicago: University of Chicago Press: 2009. 

 When Saddam Hussein’s statue was pulled down the mob continued to the Iraq National 

Museum.  In one way this state run building did represent the dictatorship, but it also 

represented a rich and fascinating history that the regime didn’t necessarily promote.  Iraq 

lost a dictator, thousands of citizens, and possibly near half a million artifacts into the 

market of illicit antiquities. Finished in 2009 Rothfield is optimistic that inadvertent 

cultural destruction can be avoided and lessons can be learned from Iraq.  But 

unfortunately, as time has shown, the same things keep happening. 
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Girton, 8 
 

  

Vrdoljak, Ana Filipa. International Law, Museums and the Return of Cultural Objects.  
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Wantuch-Thole, Mara. Cultural Property in Cross-Border Litigation: Turning Rights into 

Claims. Berlin: de Gruyter, 1015.   

 Focusing on the public law and civil law and how these laws both help and hinder 

antiquities when they illegally cross borders. Wantuch-Thole approached the issue of 

cultural property and how claims work in the legal system. Also addressing how the 

governments, museums, lawyers, art historians, archaeologists, art dealers and academics 

all assist in the issue of Cultural Property crossing borders. This book mainly focuses on 

the ‘demand-reduction-approach’.  If the legal repercussions are existent than it will act 

as a deterrent from stealing cultural heritage.  

 “Another reason for the illegal trade in cultural objects is rooted within the traditions of 

the art market. It is steeped in secrecy and what passes for ‘gentleman informality’, 
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